[image: ]Bentonville Animal Services 
Adopt. Educate. Advocate. 
801 SW 41st Street 
Bentonville, AR 72713 
Volunteer Application 
 
First Name:  	 	 	 	 	 		Last Name: 
 
Address:  
 
City, State, Zip Code: 
 
Date of Birth:       Email Address: 
 
Primary Phone Number: 	 Secondary Phone Number:  
 
Are you meeting a class or organization requirement for volunteer hours? (Circle one.) 	 Yes 	 No 
 
Have you ever been convicted of any of the below? (Circle all that apply.) 
	Cruelty to Animals 	 	Theft 	 	Drugs/Alcohol Offense 	Violent Offense 
	Inhumane treatment to Animals 	 	Sexual offense 	 	None of the above 

If yes, please explain:  
 
 
Area of Interest? See next page for description of each. (Circle all that apply.) 
 
	Events 	 	Dog Walking 	 	Cat Socialization 	 	Adoption Advocacy 
	Household Tasks 	Pet Bio Writing 	Pet Photography 	 	Bathing & Grooming 
Wherever I’m Needed 
Before you can begin volunteering, you must complete an orientation session. Based upon your area of interest, the orientation will be held online or in-person. Please let us know if you need other accommodations by emailing pets@bentonvillear.com or calling 479-254-2055. 
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Volunteer Application: Areas of Interest 
	Events: We hold several events throughout the year. The goals of these events are to bring awareness to our department, as well as our adoptable animals, raise donations, and provide educational resources to citizens to promote responsible pet ownership. Some of the events we attend are 4th of July Celebration, Yappy Hours, First Friday’s, Farmer’s Markets, Pups in the Park, and many more.  
Requirements: If you are 15 years of age or younger, you must always have a parent or guardian present. You must be able to commit to your entire shift for each event you sign up for.
	Cat Socialization: Socializing with cats gives them something to look forward to and can be the best part of their day. A socialized cat is more easily adopted into a forever home.
Requirements: If you are 15 years of age or younger, you must always have a parent or guardian present. If you are 16 or 17 years of age, you do not have to have a parent or guardian present but must always have a staff member or other approved volunteer (at least 18 years of age) with you. All Cat Socializer Volunteers must attend an in-person orientation session.

	 
Dog Walking: Walking our Adoptable Dogs is a great way to help the dogs get exercise, but also helps with socialization, human interaction, and learning important manners so it is easier to find them their forever home.  Requirements: If you are 15 years of age or younger, you must always have a parent or guardian present. If you are 16 or 17 years of age, you do not have to have a parent or guardian present but must always have a staff member or other approved volunteer (at least 18 years of age) with you. All Dog Walker Volunteers must attend an in-person orientation session.  
 
	 
Adoption Advocacy: The main purpose of being an Adoption Advocate is to help a pet find its forever home. There are multiple ways to be an Adoption Advocate that fit any lifestyle. You can help set up meet and greet meetings, go through potential adopter applications, post the pet on social media, or share the pet’s details with everyone you know.  
Requirements: Because of the multitude of ways to be an Adoption Advocate, the requirements will vary based on how you choose to help. Contact us to learn more by emailing pets@bentonvillear.com or calling 479-2542055. 

	Household Tasks: Daily chores may not be glamorous but are just as important to help the animals in our care. These chores can range from laundry, washing dishes, or light clean-up around our facility.  
Requirements: If you are 15 years of age or younger, you must always have a parent or guardian present. If you are 16 or 17 years of age, you do not have to have a parent or guardian present but must always have a staff member or other approved volunteer (at least 18 years of age) with you. All those wishing to volunteer doing household tasks must attend an in-person orientation session.  
	Pet Photography: If you are a photographer or just know how to work all the filters, you can help market our adoptable animals by taking eye-catching photos of each pet. Like the pet biography, the photos are often the first look potential adopters get when deciding to adopt a pet.  
Requirements: If you are 15 years of age or younger, you must always have a parent or guardian present. If you are 16 or 17 years of age, you do not have to have a parent or guardian present but must always have a staff member or other approved volunteer (at least 18 years of age) with you.

	 
Pet Bio Writing: If you are creative and have a way with words, you can showcase your skills by writing pet biographies for our adoptable animals. These biographies are often the first look potential adopters get when deciding to adopt a pet and can be crucial when finding the right match for a forever home.
Requirements: There is no age limit, but you must be able to read, write, and type clearly. This work can be done from home. Contact us to learn more by emailing pets@bentonvillear.com or calling 479-254-2055.  
 
 
	 
Bathing & Grooming: A well-groomed pet is much more adoptable than a dirty looking one! Also, the human interaction and socialization that comes when you bathe and/or groom a pet gives them valuable attention and makes it easier for the pet to find its forever home.
Requirements: If you are 15 years of age or younger, you must always have a parent or guardian present. If you are 16 or 17 years of age, you do not have to have a parent or guardian present but must always have a staff member or other approved volunteer (at least 18 years of age) with you. All Bathing & Grooming Volunteers must attend an in-person orientation session.  
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Volunteer Application: Release of Liability 

 By signing this Release, I understand that I am agreeing to be a “Volunteer” for Bentonville Animal Services (BAS). As a volunteer, I understand that I will not be compensated, financially or in any other manner, for my volunteer time. I further understand that I am not an employee of BAS or the City of Bentonville (City), Arkansas, and I am not entitled to any benefits that are provided to employees of the city. I further understand that should I apply for future job openings, neither BAS nor the city is under an obligation to hire me. 
[bookmark: _Hlk150948920]I understand that BAS or the City reserve the right to conduct an in-house background or criminal background
check on me. I understand that volunteer services and retention are contingent on the result of these inquiries. 
I understand that my volunteer services may be terminated at any time and for any reason by myself, BAS, or the city with or without notice. As a BAS volunteer, I will try to provide a minimum of two weeks’ notice to staff before ending my volunteer services. 
As a volunteer, I agree to follow all instructions given by a BAS or City employee; however, I understand that I am under no obligation to perform duties that I feel may be outside the scope of my physical abilities or which I consider hazardous to my health or wellbeing. I accept full responsibility for my own personal safety and that of my minor children. BAS and the City are not responsible for any injuries I, or my minor children, may sustain while volunteering.
As a BAS volunteer, I am considered an advocate and supporter of BAS, and I agree to perform my volunteer duties in a professional and credible manner and to act in the best interests of BAS and the City.
 I release, waive, discharge, and covenant on behalf of myself and my minor children-BAS and the City, its elected and appointed officials, agents, volunteers, or employees (“Releasees”) from all liability to me or my minor children for any loss or damage, and any claim or demands on account of personal or property injury or because of my, or my minor children’s death, whether caused by Releasees’ negligence or otherwise. I understand that this Release shall remain valid indefinitely, or until revoked by me, in writing, with at least seven (7) days prior notice given to BAS. 
I further understand that BAS, the City, and its’ agencies are immune from liability and from suit for certain damages except to the extent that they may be covered by liability insurance and that no tort action shall lie against any such political subdivision because of the acts of its’ agents and employees. (See A.C.A. 21-9-301).  
In the event of an accident or injury, I authorize BAS to notify                                                                                       at 
the following phone number                                                                 . 
Please list names of all minor volunteers under your care: 
 

 
I certify that I (and any minor volunteers under my care): 
 
	☐ 
	Have received and viewed the Volunteer Orientation Video 

	☐ 
	Have received a copy of the Volunteer Handbook 

	☐ 
	Attended an introductory tour with staff member or other authorized personnel of Bentonville Animal Services 


 
 
 

Signature of Volunteer or Parent/Legal Guardian of Minor Volunteer 	 	 	 	 	Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 	 
Form #: BAS22-0014 Revised: April 2023 
Form #: BAS22-0014 Revised: April 2023 
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